
  

  

MMoonnddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  2200,,  22002255 

8:30 AM:  Arrival, registration 

9:30 AM:  Welcome by organisers and housekeeping 

SSeessssiioonn  11::  TTeelloommeerreess  aanndd  TTeelloommeerraassee  ((CChhaaiirr::  NNooaa  LLaammmm--SShhaalleemm)) 

9:40 AM:  Patrik Eickhoff (ICR, London) - "Chromosome end protection by RAP1-
mediated inhibition of DNA-PK" abstract 1 

9:55 AM:  Wilson Wong (Monash) - "Dimeric POT1 is the building block for single 
stranded telomeric DNA packaging" abstract 2 

10:20 AM:  Scott Cohen (CMRI) - "Small-molecule inhibition of human telomerase" 
abstract 3 

1100::4455  AAMM::  MMoorrnniinngg  tteeaa  bbrreeaakk  ((pplleeaassee  ppuutt  uupp  yyoouurr  ppoosstteerr!!)) 

11:20 AM:  Drew Berry (WEHI.tv) - "Molecular animations of replication and 
recombination" abstract 4 

1111::4400  AAMM::    KKeeyynnoottee::  AAllaann  DD''AAnnddrreeaa  ((DDaannaa  FFaabbeerr))  ""DDiissrruuppttiioonn  ooff  MMiiccrroohhoommoollooggyy--
mmeeddiiaatteedd  EEnndd--jjooiinniinngg  iinn  EEwwiinngg  SSaarrccoommaa  ""  aabbssttrraacctt  55  

                                            HHoosstt::  EEllaaiinnee  SSaanniijj  ((SSVVII))  abstract 6  

 
  
1122::2255  PPMM::    LLuunncchh  aanndd  ppoosstteerr  sseessssiioonn  II  ((PPoosstt  pprreesseennttaattiioonnss  ffoorr  oodddd  nnuummbbeerrss))  
  

SSeessssiioonn  22::  CCeellll  ccyyccllee  iinn  hhuummaann  ddiisseeaassee  ((CChhaaiirr::  RRaaeelleennee  EEnnddeerrssbbyy)) 

2:25 PM:  Sarah Alexandrou (Garvan) - "JNK pathway suppression mediates 
insensitivity to combination endocrine therapy and CDK4/6 inhibition in 
ER+ breast cancer" abstract 6 

2:40 PM:  Shom Goel (Peter Mac) - "Novel functions of the Rb tumour suppressor 
protein in cancer" abstract 7 

3:05 PM:  Janni Peterson (Flinders) - "Metabolic control of genome integrity - 
Insight into mechanisms" abstract 8 

3:30 PM:  Antonella Papa (SAiGENCI) - "Disruption of Cell Cycle Machinery Drives 
Resistance to PI3K Pathway Inhibition in Breast Cancer" abstract 9 

3:45 PM:  Vincenzo Mascol (Lumicks) - "Molecular Tweezers for analysis of DNA 
repair and replication" abstract 10 

44::0000  PPMM::  iiccee  ccrreeaamm  bbrreeaakk!! 

programme



SSeessssiioonn  33::  PPllaassttiicciittyy  iinn  DDNNAA  rreeppaaiirr  ((CChhaaiirr::  WWaayynnee  CCrriissmmaannii)) 

4:30 PM:  Michael Sharp (SVI) - "Natural gene therapy for Fanconi anaemia 
mediated by triploid mosaicism" abstract 11 

4:45 PM:  Holly Barker (WEHI) - "PARPi combination therapy in uterine serous 
carcinoma treatment" abstract 12 

5:10 PM:  Nikki Burdett (Peter Mac) - "Whole Genome Doubling in High Grade 
Serous Ovarian Cancer" abstract 13 

5:35 PM:  Merridee Wouters (UNSW) - "Assessing chromosomal instability in High 
Grade Serous Ovarian Cancer with molecular signatures from shallow 
whole genome sequencing" abstract 14 

 
55::5500  PPMM::    KKeeyynnoottee::  CChhrriiss  LLoorrdd  ((IICCRR  LLoonnddoonn))  ""UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg  aanndd  ttaarrggeettiinngg  

mmeecchhaanniissmmss  ooff  PPAARRPP  iinnhhiibbiittoorr  rreessiissttaannccee  iinn  ccaanncceerr""  aabbssttrraacctt  1155  

  HHoosstt::  LLiizz  CCaallddoonn    

6:35 PM:  Fin 

66::3355  PPMM::    WWeellccoommee  rreecceeppttiioonn  in the Museum Foyer, open to all ticket holders 

 

 

TTuueessddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  2211,,  22002255 

8:30 AM:  Arrival, registration 

SSeessssiioonn  44::  MMeecchhaanniissmmss  ooff  ggeennoommee  ssttaabbiilliittyy  ((CChhaaiirr::  JJaaccoobb  LLeewwiiss)) 

9:00 AM:  Shabih Shakeel (WEHI) - "Role of chromatin remodeller MORC2 in 
epigenetic silencing and DNA damage response" abstract 16 

9:25 AM:  Rohan Bythell-Douglas (SVI) - "Structure and function of FANCM on 
branched DNA" abstract 17 

9:50 AM:  Ghokan Tulon (Molecular Horizons) - "DNA repair with twists: Cryo-EM 
structures of viral annealases reveal diverse molecular mechanisms" 
abstract 18 

1100::0055  AAMM::    KKeeyynnoottee::  SShhaarroonn  CCaannttoorr  ""RRAADD5511  iiss  cchhrroommaattiinn  eennrriicchheedd  aanndd  
ttaarrggeettaabbllee  iinn  BBRRCCAA11--ddeefificciieenntt  cceellllss"" abstract 19  

  HHoosstt::  MMaatthheeww  JJoonneess  

  

1100::5500  AAMM::  MMoorrnniinngg  ccooffffeeee  bbrreeaakk 

SSeessssiioonn  55::  MMiittoossiiss  aanndd  cceellll  ddiivviissiioonn  ((CChhaaiirr::  PPaauull  CCllaarrkkee)) 



11:25 AM:  Julia Milne (Peter Mac) - "Translational reprogramming disrupts mitosis 
to drive SMAD4-deficient oesophageal adenocarcinoma" abstract 20 

11:40 AM:  Tony Cesare (CMRI) - "Homologous recombination promotes non-
immunogenic mitotic death upon DNA damage" abstract 21 

12:05 PM:  Brian Gabrielli (Mater) - "Tetraploidy versus polyploid giants: when is 
genome duplication dangerous?" abstract 22 

12:20 PM:  Caitlin Harris (SVI) - "The FA pathway limits de novo inter-generational 
genomic instability in a mouse model" abstract 23 

12:35 PM:  Xiao-Yun (Amy) Wang (Frazer) - "The role of the cGAS/STING pathway in 
determining cell fate during mitotic arrest" abstract 24 

 
  
1122::5500  PPMM::  LLuunncchh  aanndd  ppoosstteerr  sseessssiioonn  IIII  ((PPoosstt  pprreesseennttaattiioonnss  ffoorr  eevveenn  nnuummbbeerrss))  
  

SSeessssiioonn  66::  PPAARRPP  PPAARRPP  PPAARRPP  ((CChhaaiirr::  TTBBAA)) 

2:40 PM:  Olga Kondrashova (QIMR Berghofer) –  
 "BRCA1 methylation dynamics and  
 PARP inhibitor resistance in high-grade  
 serous ovarian carcinoma" abstract 25 
3:05 PM:  Rebecca Smith (Oxford) - "HPF1-dependent  
 histone ADP-ribosylation regulates PARP1  
 trapping, promoting PARP inhibitor  
 resistance" abstract 26 
3:25 PM:  Victor Anggono (UQ) - "FTO suppresses DNA repair by inhibiting PARP1" 

abstract 27 
3:40 PM:  Stacey Edwards (QIMR) - "Targeting the POLR2J4 lncRNA enhances 

PARP inhibitor sensitivity in triple-negative breast cancer" abstract 28 
 
33::5555  PPMM::  AAfftteerrnnoooonn  tteeaa  bbrreeaakk  

 
SSeessssiioonn  77::  RReepplliiccaattiioonn  aanndd  rreepplliiccaattiioonn  ssttrreessss  ((CChhaaiirr::  LLiissaannnnee  SSppeennkkeelliinnkk)) 

4:25 PM:  Sarah Henrikus (SVI) - "Unwinding of a eukaryotic origin of replication 
visualised by cryo-EM" abstract 29 

4:40 PM:  Vi Wickramasinghe (WEHI) - " A cell-cycle mediated checkpoint that 
regulates mRNA export in response to replication stress" abstract 30 

5:05 PM:  Donna Whelan (LaTrobe) - "Detecting and differentiating DNA replication 
stress events using super-resolution fluorescence imaging" abstract 31 

5:30 PM:  Mathew Jones (UQ) - "Assessing the kinase-dependent coordination of 
DNA replication using high content imaging and nanopore sequencing" 
abstract 32 

 



55::4455  PPMM::    AAwwaarrdd  PPrreesseennttaattiioonn::  KKuumm  KKuumm  KKhhaannnnaa  ""FFrroomm  AATTMM  ttoo  IImmppaacctt::  aa  
jjoouurrnneeyy  tthhrroouugghh  DDNNAA  ddaammaaggee  aanndd  rreeppaaiirr""  

  HHoosstt::  AAnnddrreeww  DDeeaannss  

6:30 PM: Fin 

 

77::0000  PPMM::  CCoonnffeerreennccee  ddiinnnneerr 
VVeennuuee::  CChhiinn  CChhiinn  ((uuppssttaaiirrss!!))  
Make your way to 125 Flinders Ln, Melbourne  
approx. 20 mins walk or use tram 86 or 96,  
scan QR code for directions 
Ticket holders only 
  

WWeeddnneessddaayy,,  OOccttoobbeerr  2222,,  22002255 

8:30 AM:  Arrival 

SSeessssiioonn  88::  AAlltteerrnnaattiivvee  LLeennggtthheenniinngg  ooff  TTeelloommeerreess  ((CChhaaiirr::  TTrraaccyy  BBrryyaann)) 

9:00 AM:  Yangxiu Wu (CMRI) - "A large-scale survey of telomere maintenance 
mechanisms across 976 human cancer cell lines" abstract 34 

9:15 AM:  Jessie Gao (CMRI) - "Targeting the FANCM-BTR axis for ALT cancer 
therapy" abstract 35 

9:30 AM:  Lisa Alcock (Curtin) - "Cell permeable inhibitors of Alternative 
Lengthening of Telomeres" abstract 36 

9:55 AM:  Alex Sobinoff (CMRI) - "TRF2 stabilises lethal break-induced telomere 
replication intermediates" abstract 37 

 

1100::1100  AAMM::    KKeeyynnoottee::  SSiimmoonn  BBoouullttoonn  ""SSLLFFNN1111  rreessttrriiccttss  eessccaappee  ffrroomm  tteelloommeerree  
ccrriissiiss  ttoo  pprreevveenntt  AALLTT"" abstract 38 

  HHoosstt::  HHiillddaa  PPiicckkeetttt  

1100::5555  AAMM::  MMoorrnniinngg  tteeaa  bbrreeaakk 

 

SSeessssiioonn  99::  NNeeww  tthheerraappeeuuttiicc  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  iinn  CCeellll  CCyyccllee,,  DDNNAA  rreeppaaiirr  aanndd  
TTeelloommeerreess  ((CChhaaiirr::  LLeeee  WWoonngg)) 

11:30 AM:  Marija Dinevska (Garvan) - "BreakDNAcer: A novel mouse model for the 
real-time assessment of DNA damage response dynamics in live tissue" 
abstract 39 

11:45 AM:  Elaine Sanij (SVI) - "Local nucleolar surveillance mechanisms maintain 
stability of rRNA genes" abstract 40 

12:00 PM:  Nikola Bowden (Hunter) - "Repurposing drugs to target DNA repair and 
cell cycle for treatment resistant melanoma and ovarian cancer" 
abstract 41 

12:25 PM:  Ashley Harman (CMRI) - "Telomere maintenance by telomerase is 
regulated by DNA replication stress and nuclear F-actin" abstract 42 

12:40 PM:  Tamas Fischer (ACU) - "RNA–DNA Hybrids at the Crossroads of DNA 
Repair and Genome Stability" abstract 43 

1:05 PM:  Thanh Tu (Monash) - "Oncohistone H3.3 mutations block differentiation 
by disrupting ATRX-mediated heterochromatin formation" abstract 44 

11::2200  PPMM::    AAwwaarrddss  aanndd  wwrraapp  uupp 

11::3300  PPMM::    FFiinniisshh,,  lluunncchhbbooxx  ttoo  ttaakkee  ttoo  tthhee  ppaarrkk 
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SSeessssiioonn  88::  AAlltteerrnnaattiivvee  LLeennggtthheenniinngg  ooff  TTeelloommeerreess  ((CChhaaiirr::  TTrraaccyy  BBrryyaann)) 

9:00 AM:  Yangxiu Wu (CMRI) - "A large-scale survey of telomere maintenance 
mechanisms across 976 human cancer cell lines" abstract 34 

9:15 AM:  Jessie Gao (CMRI) - "Targeting the FANCM-BTR axis for ALT cancer 
therapy" abstract 35 

9:30 AM:  Lisa Alcock (Curtin) - "Cell permeable inhibitors of Alternative 
Lengthening of Telomeres" abstract 36 

9:55 AM:  Alex Sobinoff (CMRI) - "TRF2 stabilises lethal break-induced telomere 
replication intermediates" abstract 37 

 

1100::1100  AAMM::    KKeeyynnoottee::  SSiimmoonn  BBoouullttoonn  ""SSLLFFNN1111  rreessttrriiccttss  eessccaappee  ffrroomm  tteelloommeerree  
ccrriissiiss  ttoo  pprreevveenntt  AALLTT"" abstract 38 

  HHoosstt::  HHiillddaa  PPiicckkeetttt  

1100::5555  AAMM::  MMoorrnniinngg  tteeaa  bbrreeaakk 

 

SSeessssiioonn  99::  NNeeww  tthheerraappeeuuttiicc  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  iinn  CCeellll  CCyyccllee,,  DDNNAA  rreeppaaiirr  aanndd  
TTeelloommeerreess  ((CChhaaiirr::  LLeeee  WWoonngg)) 

11:30 AM:  Marija Dinevska (Garvan) - "BreakDNAcer: A novel mouse model for the 
real-time assessment of DNA damage response dynamics in live tissue" 
abstract 39 

11:45 AM:  Elaine Sanij (SVI) - "Local nucleolar surveillance mechanisms maintain 
stability of rRNA genes" abstract 40 

12:00 PM:  Nikola Bowden (Hunter) - "Repurposing drugs to target DNA repair and 
cell cycle for treatment resistant melanoma and ovarian cancer" 
abstract 41 

12:25 PM:  Ashley Harman (CMRI) - "Telomere maintenance by telomerase is 
regulated by DNA replication stress and nuclear F-actin" abstract 42 

12:40 PM:  Tamas Fischer (ACU) - "RNA–DNA Hybrids at the Crossroads of DNA 
Repair and Genome Stability" abstract 43 

1:05 PM:  Thanh Tu (Monash) - "Oncohistone H3.3 mutations block differentiation 
by disrupting ATRX-mediated heterochromatin formation" abstract 44 

11::2200  PPMM::    AAwwaarrddss  aanndd  wwrraapp  uupp 

11::3300  PPMM::    FFiinniisshh,,  lluunncchhbbooxx  ttoo  ttaakkee  ttoo  tthhee  ppaarrkk 

 

9:55 AM:    Alex Sobinoff (CMRI) “Stabilisation of break-induced telomere 
                    replication intermediates” abstract 37
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